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Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings,

• What Is Constitution?

• Significance Of Constitution

• Objective Of Constitution

Indian Constitution—Evolution

• Historical Evolution

• Regulating Act Of 1773

• Pitt’s India Act Of 1784

• Charter Act Of 1813

• Charter Act Of 1833

• Charter Act Of 1853

• Goi Act Of 1858

• Indian Councils Act Of 1861

• Indian Councils Act Of 1892

• Indian Councils Act Of 1909

• GOI Act Of 1919

• Simon Commission 1927

• GOI Act 1935

• Indian Independence Act Of 1947

• Making Of The Indian Constitution:

• Timeline

• Demand For Constituent Assembly

• Constituent Assembly

• Composition Of Constituent Assembly

• Features And Functions Of The Constituent 
Assembly:

• Committees Of Constituent Assembly

• Drafting Committee

• Criticism Of Constituent Assembly

• Changes By Independence Act

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, 
Amendments, Significant Provisions and Basic Structure..

www.mindmaps4ias.in © Copyright Mindmaps4IAS

http://www.mindmaps4ias.in/


Indian Constitution—Features,

• Salient Features

Indian Constitution—Amendments

• Introduction

• Ways Of Amending The Constitution

• By Simple Majority Of The Parliament

• By Special Majority Of Parliament

• By Special Majority Of Parliament And Consent Of 
States

• Types Of Majority

Important Amendments

• First Amendment Act, 1951

• Fourth Amendment Act, 1955

• Seventh Amendment Act, 1956

• Ninth Amendment Act, 1960

• Tenth Amendment Act, 1961

• Eleventh Amendment Act, 1961

• Twelfth Amendment Act, 1962

• Thirteenth Amendment Act, 1962

• Fourteenth Amendment Act, 1962

• Seventeenth Amendment Act, 1964

• Eighteenth Amendment Act, 1966

• Twenty First Amendment Act, 1967

• Twenty Fourth Amendment Act, 1971

• Twenty-Fifth Amendment Act, 1971

• Twenty-Sixth Amendment Act, 1971

• Thirty First Amendment Act, 1973

• Thirty Third Amendment Act, 1974

• Thirty-Fifth Amendment Act, 1974

• Thirty Sixth Amendment Act, 1975

• Thirty-Eighth Amendment Act, 1975

• Thirty-Ninth Amendment Act, 1975

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, 
Amendments, Significant Provisions and Basic Structure..
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Important Amendments(Contd.)

• Forty Second Amendment Act, 1976.

• Forty-Third Amendment Act, 1977

• Forty-Fourth Amendment Act, 1978

• Fiftieth Amendment Act, 1984

• Fifty-Second Amendment Act, 1985

• Fifty Eighth Amendment Act, 1987

• Sixty-First Amendment Act, 1989

• Sixty-Fifth Amendment Act, 1990

• Sixty-Ninth Amendment Act, 1991

• Seventy-First Amendment Act, 1992

• Seventy Third Amendment Act, 1992

• Seventy Fourth Amendment Act, 1992

• Seventy Seventh Amendment Act, 1995

• Eightieth Amendment Act, 2000

• Eighty First Amendment Act, 2000

• Eighty Second Amendment Act, 2000

• Eighty Fourth Amendment Act, 2001

• Eighty Fifth Amendment Act, 2001

• Eighty Sixth Amendment Act, 2002

• Eighty Seventh Amendment Act, 2003

• Eighty Ninth Amendment Act, 2003

• Ninety First Amendment Act, 2003

• Ninety Second Amendment Act, 2003

• Ninety Third Amendment Act, 2005

• Ninety Sixth Amendment Act, 2011

• Ninety Seventh Amendment Act, 2011

• Ninety Ninth Amendment Act 2014

• One Hundred And First Amendment Act, 2017

• One Hundred And Second Amendment Act, 2018

• One Hundred Third Amendment Act, 2019

• Schedules Of The Indian Constitution

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, 
Amendments, Significant Provisions and Basic Structure..
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Indian Constitution—Significant Provisions

• Preamble

• Basics Of Preamble

• Preamble Gives An Idea About The Following:

• Nature Of Indian State

• Important Concepts

• Status Of Preamble

• Fundamental Rights

• Introduction

• Provision For Laws Violating Fundamental 
Rights:

• Features Of The Fundamental Rights:

• Right To Equality (Article 14, 15, 16, 17 And 18):

• Right To Freedom (Article 19, 20, 21 And 22):

• Right Against Exploitation (Article 23 And 24)

• Right To Freedom Of Religion (Article 25-28)

• Cultural And Educational Rights (Article 29 And 
30)

• Article 31, 31a, 31b And 31c

• Right To Constitutional Remedies (Article 32)

• Article 33, 34 And 35

• Criticism Of Fundamental Rights.

• Emergency Provisions

• Introduction

• Types Of Emergencies

• National Emergency (Article 352)

• President’s Rule (Article 356)

• Financial Emergency (Article 360)

• Basic Difference Between Three Emergencies

• Is Emergency Good Or Bad

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, 
Amendments, Significant Provisions and Basic Structure..
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• DPSPs

• Introduction

• Basics

• Classification Of Dpsp

• Amendments In Dpsp:

• Similarities Between Fundamental Rights And 
Dpsp:

• Difference Between Fundamental Rights And 
Dpsp:

• Conflicts Between Fundamental Rights And 
Dpsp:

• Challenges & Implementation Of Dpsp:

• Importance Of Dpsp

• Criticism Of Dpsp

• Fundamental Duties

• Introduction

• Fundamental Duties In India

• Significance Of Fundamental Duties?

• Swaran Singh Committee 1976 Report:

• Features Of Fundamental Duties In India

• Fundamental Duties Reviewed By Verma
Committee

• Criticism Against Fundamental Duties In India

• Correlation Between Fundamental Rights And 
Fundamental Duties

Indian Constitution—Basic Structure

• Introduction

• What Is Basic Structure Doctrine?

• Evolution Of Basic Structure Doctrine

• Components Of Basic Structure Doctrine

• Arguments Against Basic Structure Doctrine

• Arguments In Favour Of Basic Structure Doctrine

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, 
Amendments, Significant Provisions and Basic Structure..
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Functions And Responsibilities of The Union And The 
States,

• Seventh Schedule

• Evolution of Seventh Schedule

• Need To Relook And Revise The Seventh Schedule:

• List As Per Constitution

• List I: Union List

• List II: State List

• List III: Concurrent List

• Residual List

• What Are The Issues With The Seventh Schedule?

• Post-Independence Developments of Seventh Schedule

• 1. State demanding greater autonomy:

• 2. Recommendations of Sarkaria Commissions

• The Question of Federalism

• Advantages of Having Strong Centre

• Doctrine of Pith And Substance

• Doctrine of Colourable Legislation

• Various Amendments Related To The 7th Schedule

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Functions and Responsibilities of the Union and the States, Issues and 
Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure, Devolution of Powers and 

Finances up to Local Levels and Challenges Therein.
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Issues And Challenges Pertaining To The Federal Structure

• What Is Federalism?
• Federal Structure of India
• The Federal Features of The Constitution of India

• Issues And Challenges Pertaining To The Federal Structure
• Centralised Planning
• office of Governor
• Regionalism
• Language Conflict
• Single Constitution and Citizenship
• Centralized Amendment Power
• Economic Incompatibilities of the States
• Physical Environment
• Integrated Services
• The Indestructible Union with Destructible Units
• External Factors

• Cooperative Federalism
• State of Cooperative Federalism in India
• Challenges to cooperative federalism
• Strengthening Federalism

• Competitive Federalism
• What is Competitive Federalism?
• State of Competitive Federalism in India

• Difference Between Cooperative & Competitive Federalism
• Steps Towards Strengthening of Cooperative And 

Competitive Federalism
• Centre-State Relations

• Legislative Relations
• Administrative Relations
• Financial Relations
• Finance Commission
• Important Recommendations on Centre-State 

Relations
• Inter-State Relations
• Inter-state water disputes
• Inter-State Council
• Inter-state trade and commerce
• Zonal Councils

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Functions and Responsibilities of the Union and the States, Issues and 
Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure, Devolution of Powers and 

Finances up to Local Levels and Challenges Therein.
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Devolution of Powers And Finances Up To Local Levels 
And Challenges Therein.

• Local Governments

• What is a Local Government?

• Evolution of Local Government

• Local government and Democracy

• Growth of Local Government in India

• Structure of Local Government in India.

• Panchayati Raj and PESA 1996

• Introduction

• Evolution of Panchayati Raj

• Constitutionalisation of PRI

• Compulsory and voluntary provisions of the Act

• PESA act, 1996

• What are the reasons For Poor Functioning of 
Panchayat Raj Institutions?

• What needs to be done?

• Municipalities

• Historical perspective of local bodies in India

• Salient features of 74th amendment act

• Types of urban governments in India

• Significance of ULB

• Present status of urban local bodies

• Challenges faced by ULBs

• What needs to be done?.

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Functions and Responsibilities of the Union and the States, Issues and 
Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure, Devolution of Powers and 

Finances up to Local Levels and Challenges Therein.
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Separation of Powers Between Various Organs Dispute 
Redressal Mechanisms And Institutions.
• Introduction

• What Separation of Powers?
• The doctrine of Separation of Power
• Features of Doctrine of Separation of power
• History of Separation of Power
• Importance of Separation of Power
• Judicial Cases Upholding Separation of Powers 

Doctrine

• Relationship between Various Organs
• Relationship between Legislature and Judiciary
• Relationship between Legislature and Executive
• Relationship between Executive and Judiciary

• Major Doctrines
• Introduction
• Doctrine of Basic Structure

• Doctrine of Separation of Powers
• Doctrine of Pith and Substance
• Doctrine of Incidental or Ancillary Powers
• Doctrine of Severability
• Doctrine of Eclipse
• Doctrine of Territorial Nexus
• Doctrine of Colourable Legislation
• Doctrine of Pleasure
• Doctrine of Harmonious Construction

• Functional Overlap & Checks And Balances
• Functional Overlap
• System of Checks And Balances
• Scenario In India

• Separation of Power In Other Countries
• A) United States of America
• B) United Kingdom

• Conclusion

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Separation of Powers between various organs Dispute Redressal Mechanisms 
and Institutions.
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Comparison of The Indian Constitutional Scheme With That of 
Other Countries.

• Introduction
• Sources of the Indian Constitution – Features Borrowed
• Comparison Scheme
• Constitution of United Kingdom

• Executive
• Legislature
• Judiciary
• In short

• Constitution of “The United States of America”
• Federalism
• Form of Government
• President
• Vice President
• Legislature
• Duration of Representative bodies at the Centre
• Doctrine of Separation of Power and the System of 

Checks and Balances
• Judiciary

• Constitution of China
• Legislative
• Executive
• Judiciary
• Rights and Duties

• Constitution of France
• President
• Cohabitation
• Legislature
• Amendment of the Constitution

• Constitution of Germany
• Federalism
• Democracy
• Executive
• Legislature
• Judiciary

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Comparison of the Indian Constitutional Scheme with that of Other Countries.
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Comparison of The Indian Constitutional Scheme With That of 
Other Countries.
• Constitution of Japan

• Introduction
• Features of the Japanese Constitution
• Comparison
• Article 21
• Japanese Constitution Article 9
• Conclusion

• Constitution of Canada
• Basics
• Constitutional Monarchy
• Parliamentary Government
• Federalism
• Judiciary
• Rights
• Conclusion:

• Constitution of Australia
• About the Australian and Indian constitutions
• Background to the Indian constitution
• Previous legislation

• How is Australian law protecting human rights?
• Inclusion of a preamble
• Conclusion

• Constitution of Switzerland
• Comparison
• Institutions for Direct Democracy

• Constitution of South Africa
• Important Features

• Constitution of Russia
• Constitutional System in Russia
• 1924 Constitution of the Soviet Union
• Russia’s Political System
• Adoption of the USSR’s First Constitution
• Comparing the Constitutions of Russia and India

• Constitution of Ireland
• Directive Principles of State Policy
• Proportional representation system for Electing the 

President
• Members’ nomination by the President.
• Conclusion

• A Quick Recap

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Comparison of the Indian Constitutional Scheme with that of Other Countries.
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Parliament And State Legislatures—Structure, Functioning, 
Conduct of Business, Powers & Privileges And Issues 
Arising Out of These.

• Parliament
• Introduction
• Salient Features of Indian Parliamentary System
• Merits of Indian Parliamentary System
• De-Merits of Indian Parliamentary System
• Reasons for Adopting Parliamentary System in 

India
• Difference between Parliamentary System of 

Britain and India

• Sessions of Parliament, Adjournment, Etc
• Sessions of Parliament, 
• Adjournment, Etc

• Functions of Parliament
• The Lok Sabha
• The Rajya Sabha
• System of Elections To Lok Sabha
• System of Proportional Representation
• System of Elections to Rajya Sabha
• Reason for disqualification

• Vacating of Seats
• Issues In Functioning of Parliament
• Devices of Parliamentary Proceedings

• Speaker & Deputy Speaker
• Speaker
• Deputy Speaker

• Types of Bills

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Parliament and State Legislatures—Structure, Functioning, Conduct of Business, 
Powers & Privileges and Issues Arising out of these.
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Parliament And State Legislatures—Structure, Functioning, 
Conduct of Business, Powers & Privileges And Issues Arising 
Out of These.

• Budget In Parliament
• About Budget
• Constitutional Provisions For Budget
• Procedure In Enactment of Budget
• Introduction of Budget
• General Discussion
• Scrutiny By Departmental Committees
• Voting On Demands For Grants
• Conditions For Cut Motion
• Significance of Cut Motion
• Passing of Appropriation Bill
• Vote On Account
• Passing of Finance Bill
• Charged Expenditure
• Issues Associated With Budgeting Process In India
• List of Important Acts that Transformed India

• Types of Majority In Parliament

• Parliamentary Privileges
• Introduction
• Sources of Privileges
• Individual Privileges
• Collective Privileges
• Breach of Privileges And Contempt of The House
• Should Be Privileges Codified?

• Parliamentary Committees
• State Legislatures:
• Membership of State Legislature:
• Presiding officers of State Legislature:
• Speaker & Deputy Speaker of Assembly:
• Chairman And Deputy Chairman of Council:
• Sessions of State Legislature:

• Legislative Procedure In State Legislature:
• Ordinary Bills:
• Money Bills (Article 198, 199):

• Position of Legislative Council:.

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Parliament and State Legislatures—Structure, Functioning, Conduct of Business, 
Powers & Privileges and Issues Arising out of these.
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Structure, Organization And Functioning Of The Executive 
And The Judiciary—Ministries And Departments Of The 
Government;

• Union:
• President
• Vice-President
• Prime Minister
• Council of Ministers
• Cabinet Committees

• State
• Governor
• Chief Minister
• State Council of Ministers

• Judiciary
• Supreme Court
• High Court
• Subordinate Courts

Pressure Groups And Formal/Informal Associations And 
Their Role In The Polity.

Pressure Groups
• Introduction
• Techniques Used By Pressure Groups
• Characteristics of Pressure Groups
• Types of Pressure Groups
• Pressure Groups in India
• Functions, Role & Importance of Pressure Groups
• Significance of Pressure Groups
• Shortcomings of Pressure Groups

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Structure, Organization and Functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—
Ministries and Departments of the Government; Pressure Groups and 

Formal/Informal Associations and their Role in the Polity.
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Salient Features of The Representation of People’s Act

• Representation of Peoples Act
• Introduction
• What is the Representation of Peoples Act 1951?
• Background of Representation of Peoples Act 

1951
• Amendments to RPA Act 1951
• Salient Features of Representation of Peoples 

Act 1951
• offences of Representation of Peoples Act 1951
• Significance of Representation of People Acts
• Challenges of Representation of People Acts
• What needs to be done?

• Representation of Peoples act, 1951
• Introduction
• Salient Features of the act:

• Representation of Peoples act, 1950
• Introduction
• Salient features of RPA, 1950:

• Other Important Issues related to RPA
• Election and Election Commission
• Election Funding
• Money Power in Elections
• Simultaneous Elections
• Electoral Reforms
• Anti-Defection Law

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Salient Features of the Representation of People’s Act..
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Appointment To Various Constitutional Posts, Powers, 
Functions And Responsibilities of Various Constitutional 
Bodies.
• Election Commission

• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• Union Public Service Commission
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• State Public Service Commission
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• Finance Commission
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• National Commission for SCs
• Appointment
• Powers

• Functions & Responsibilities   
• National Commission for STs

• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• Special officer for Linguistic Minorities
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• Comptroller and Auditor General of India
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• Attorney General of India
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities   

• Advocate General of the State
• Appointment
• Powers
• Functions & Responsibilities 

.

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Appointment to various Constitutional Posts, Powers, Functions and 
Responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.
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STATUTORY BODIES.
Introduction
List of Important Statutory Bodies in 
India
• Securities & Exchange Board of India
• National Human Rights Commission
• National Commission for Women
• National Commission for Minorities
• National Green Tribunal
• Armed Forces Tribunal
• Unique Identification Authority of 

India
• Central Vigilance Commission
• Commission for Air Quality 

Management in the National Capital 
Region (NCR) and Adjoining Areas

• National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights

• Competition Commission of India
• National Legal Services Authority
• National Bank for Agriculture and 

Rural Development

REGULATORY BODIES.
• Introduction
• Functions of regulators include:
• Issues with Regulatory bodies:
• What needs to be done?

List of Important Regulatory Bodies in 
India
• Reserve Bank of India
• Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI)

• Pension Fund Regulatory & 
Development Authority (PFRDA)

• National Housing Bank (NHB)
• Telecom Regulatory Authority of 

India (TRAI)
• Central Board of Film Certification
• Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI)
• Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
• Board of Control for Cricket in India 

(BCCI)

QUASI-JUDICIAL BODIES.
• Introduction
• Reasons for Emergence of Quasi-

Judicial Bodies in India
• Types of quasi-judicial bodies:
• Advantages of Quasi-Judicial Bodies:
• Disadvantages of Quasi-Judicial 

Bodies:

List of Important Quasi-Judicial Bodies 
in India
• Central Information Commission
• National Consumer Disputes 

Redressal Commission
• Intellectual Property Appellate 

Tribunal

CONSTITUTION

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Statutory, Regulatory and various Quasi-judicial Bodies.
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AGRICULTURE
GOVERNANCE

(SUB-TOPIC LISTING)
(SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED NOTES)
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Government Policies And Interventions For Development In 
Various Sectors And Issues Arising Out Of Their Design 
And Implementation.

• Public Policy
• What is Public Policy?
• Attributes of a Public policy:
• Characteristics of public policymaking:
• Importance of Public Policy:
• Types of Public Policy:

• Public Policy in India
• The stages of a policy cycle are as follows:
• Agencies involved in Policy Making:

• Important Government Policies in Different Sectors of 
Economy

• Public Employment
• Education in India
• Health in India
• Women Empowerment
• Women & Child Development
• Public Distribution/ Farmers’ Welfare/Agriculture
• Rural Development
• Urban Development
• Skill Development
• Social Security.

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and 
Issues arising out of their Design and Implementation.
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Development Processes And The Development Industry
• Introduction

• Development Processes and Development 
Industry

• Failures of Initial Planning:
• Paradigm Shift in Developmental Thinking:
• The Characteristics of this New Developmental 

Thinking:
• Conclusion

Development Processes And The Development Industry —
The Role of NGOs.
• Introduction

• NGO’s – Establishment

• Role of NGOs PART 01
• The Social safety Role
• Improving the performance of the government

• The Service Role
• Community Participation

• Role of NGOs PART 02
• Social development:
• Education:
• Women empowerment:
• Environmental awareness:
• Rehabilitation:
• Protecting dignity:
• Human rights protection:

• Need of NGOs
• Legislations and constitutional provisions regarding the 

NGOs:
• Advantages and Benefits of NGOs
• Issues and Weakness with NGOs
• Case studies
• Suggestions to improve the working of the NGOs

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Development Processes and the Development Industry — the Role of NGOs, 
SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders.
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Development Processes And The Development Industry —
The Role of SHGs
• Introduction

• What are SHGs?
• Characteristics of a good SHG:
• Functions
• Need for SHGs

• Role of SHGs
• Poverty Alleviation:
• Financial Inclusion
• Human Resource Development
• Women Empowerment

• Advantages and Benefits of SHGs
• Issues and Weakness with SHGs
• Case studies
• Suggestions to improve the working of the SHGs

Development Processes And The Development Industry —
The Role of Various Groups And Associations
• Introduction

• Civil society organisations
• Microfinance Institutions

• Civil Society Organisations -
• Evolution
• What is the need?
• The Functional Contribution of Civil Society 

Organisations To Effective Governance
• Role of Civil Society Organisations
• Issues Related To Civil Society Organisations
• Types of Civil Society Organisations
• Difference Between Civil Society Organisations

And Non-governmental Organisations
• National Policy On Voluntary Sector
• Suggestion For Civil Society Organisations

• Microfinance Institutions
• Microfinance Institutions
• Goals of Microfinance Institutions
• Groups Organized by Microfinance Institutions in 

India
• Regulations for MFIs
• Traditional Banks versus Microfinance Institutions
• How are MFIs Funded?
• Challenges Faced by MFIs in India
• Suggestions.

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Development Processes and the Development Industry — the Role of NGOs, 
SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders.
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Development Processes And The Development Industry —
The Role of Donors, Charities,
• Introduction
• Role of Donars & Charities in Development Process
• Characteristics of a Charity
• Example
• Challenges / Issues
• Recommendations

Development Processes And The Development Industry —
The Role of Institutional And Other Stakeholders.
• Introduction
• Foreign aid
• Forms of Foreign Aid
• Military Aid
• Technical Assistance
• Financial Aid
• FOREIGN AID IN INDIA

• Development Aid in India
• Foreign Aid to India
• Foreign aid by India:
• Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
• Introduction
• FCRA and related issues

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Development Processes and the Development Industry — the Role of NGOs, 
SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders.
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Important Aspects Of Governance

Governance
• Introduction
• Three Players In Governance
• What Is Good Governance?
• 8 Principles Of Good Governance By United Nations
• Transparency In Governance
• Accountability In Governance

• Initiatives For Good Governance In India
• Right To Information
• E-Governance
• Legal Reforms
• Ease Of Doing Business
• Decentralization
• Police Reforms
• Aspirational Districts Programme
• Good Governance Index

• Issues Related To Governance
• Political Issues:
• Legal And Judicial Issues:
• Administrative Issues:
• Economic Issues:
• Social And Environmental Issues:

• Recommendations

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and Accountability, E-
governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; Citizens 
Charters, Transparency & Accountability and institutional and other measures..
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E-Governance- Applications, Models, Successes, 
Limitations, And Potential;

E-Governance

• Applications

• Models

• Successes

• Limitations

• Potential

• Recommendations Of ARC

• NITI Aayog Action Plan On E-Governance

Citizens Charters,

• Citizens Charters

• Principles Of Citizens’ Charter:

• Importance Of Citizens Charters

• Objectives Of Citizens Charters

• Shortcomings Of Citizens Charters

• Recommendation Of Indian Institute Of Public 
Administration (IIPA)::

• Recommendation Of Second ARC Report:

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and Accountability, E-
governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; Citizens 
Charters, Transparency & Accountability and institutional and other measures..
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Role Of Civil Services In A Democracy.

• Introduction

• Evolution Of Civil Services

• Functions Of Civil Services

• Constitutional Provisions

• Role Of Civil Services In Democracy:

• Civil Servant’s Accountability For Good Governance:

• Few Examples Of Civil Servants Acting As Role Models 
For The Youth

• Issues In Civil Services

• Challenges In The Indian Civil Services

• Reforms Required In Civil Services

• E-Initiatives In Civil Services

• Lateral Entry Into The Civil Services

GOVERNANCE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Role of Civil Services in a Democracy..
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AGRICULTURE
SOCIAL JUSTICE

(SUB-TOPIC LISTING)
(SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED NOTES)
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• Vulnerable Sections
• What Is Meant By ‘Vulnerable Sections’?

• Mechanisms To Protect The Interests Of Vulnerable 
Sections

• Executive Mechanisms
• Administrative Mechanisms
• Ministries Related To Social Justice

• Laws For The Development And Betterment of 
Vulnerable Sections

• Laws-Constitutional
• Laws-Statutory

Welfare Schemes For Vulnerable Sections
• Welfare Schemes For Women

• Schemes Focus On Empowering Women-1
• Government Intervention- Societal Interventions
• Government Intervention- Educational And 

Skilling Interventions

• Government Intervention- Entrepreneurial 
Interventions

• Government Intervention- Financial Security 
Interventions

• Schemes Focus On Empowering Women-2
• Welfare Schemes For Children

• Integrated Child Development Scheme
• Integrated Child Protection Scheme
• Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (Ssa):
• Mid-Day Meal Scheme:
• Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana:
• National Child Labour Project (Nclp)

• Welfare Schemes For Disabled
• Measures taken by government for the disabled 

community:
• Welfare Schemes For Religious Minorities

• National Commission for Religious and 
Linguistic Minorities

• Schemes relating to Religious Minorities
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• Welfare Schemes For Scheduled Castes (SC)
• Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP)
• Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana
• Babu Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana
• Dr. Ambedkar scheme for Social integration 

through Inter Caste Marriages
• Venture Capital Fund for Scheduled Castes
• Ambedkar Social Innovation and Incubation 

Mission (ASIIM)
• National Commission for Scheduled Castes:

• Welfare Schemes For Scheduled Tribes (ST)
• Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana
• Van Bandhu Kalyan Yojana
• Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Plan 

(SCA to TSP)
• Top Class Education for ST Students
• Vocational Training Centres in Tribal Areas
• Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Hostels for ST 

boys and ST Girls
• Establishment of Ashram Schools in Tribal Sub-

Plan Areas
• Eklavya Model Residential School
• National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
• Forest Rights Act 2006:

• Welfare Schemes For Linguistic Minorities
• Schemes relating to Linguistic Minorities

• Welfare Schemes For Old Age Persons
• Schemes Relating To Old Age Persons
• Legal Backings Relating To Old Age Persons

• Welfare Schemes For Transgender
• SMILE – Support for Marginalized Individuals for 

Livelihood and Enterprise
• Schemes for Transgenders- PM-DAKSH
• Schemes for Transgenders- National Council for 

Transgender Persons
• Schemes for Transgenders- National Portal for 

Transgender Persons
• Garima Greh: Shelter Home for Transgender 

Persons
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Health

• India’s Healthcare Sector

• Key Initiatives:

• The National Health Mission (Nhm)

• Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram:

• Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (Rbsk):

• Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (Rksk) For 
Adolescents

• Ayush

• National Programme For Control Of Cancer, 
Diabetes Cardiovascular Diseases And Stroke 
(Npcdcs):

• National Mental Health Programme (Nmhp):

• National Programme For Health Care Of Elderly 
(Nphce):

• National Programme For Prevention & Control Of 
Deafness:

• National Aids Control Programme (Nacp):

• National Tobacco Control Programme

• National Oral Health Programme:

• National Programme For Palliative Care

• National Programme For Prevention Of Burns And 
Trauma Injuries:

• National Programme For Control Of Blindness

• National Iodine Deficiency Disorder Control 
Programme

• National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme

• Jan Aushadhi Scheme:

• The Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan
(Pmsma)

• Maa-Mother’s Absolute Affection

• Mission Indradhanush

• Strengthening Health Systems

• Artificial Intelligence In Healthcare

• Inadequacies In India’s Healthcare System:

• Recent Steps Taken By The Government

SOCIAL JUSTICE

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

Issues Relating to Development and Management of Social Sector/Services 
relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.

Issues relating to Poverty and Hunger..

www.mindmaps4ias.in © Copyright Mindmaps4IAS

http://www.mindmaps4ias.in/


Education

• Current Status Of Education In India:

• The Present Pyramidal Structure

• Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Related To 
Education

• Provisions In The Indian Constitution Related To 
Education

• RTE Act 2009

• Policies And Committees So Far-

• Access To Education To Students From Deprived 
Background

• Problems In Education Sector:

• Higher Education In India

• Subramanian Panel Report

• Schemes Covered By Ministry:

• Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (Ssa)

• Shagun Portal – An Initiative To Monitor The 
Implementation Of Ssa:

• Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat:

• Saransh

• E-Pathshala

• Shaala Siddhi :

• Mid- Day Meal Scheme:

• The Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan (Raa):

• Madan Mohan Malviya Teacher Training 
Programme:

• Swayam

• Swayam Prabha

• Rashtriya Uchchatam Shiksha Abhiyan (Rusa):

• Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (Rmsa):

• Higher Education Financing Agency (Hefa):
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Human Resource

• What Is Human Resources?

• Status Of Human Resource In India

• Advantages Associated

• Challenges Associated

• Suggestions For Improving Human Resources And 
Building Human Capital

• Creating Entrepreneurs

• Creation Of More Jobs

• Skilling Our Population

• Focus On Creating Rural Employment 
Opportunities

Issues Relating To Poverty And Hunger.

• Introduction

• Types Of Poverty:

• Important Concepts

• Poverty Estimation

• Poverty Estimation

• Measurement Of Poverty Line

• Data Collection Methods

• Measurement Of Poverty:

• Pre-Independence Poverty Estimation

• Post-Independence Poverty Estimation
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AGRICULTURE

INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS
(SUB-TOPIC LISTING)

(SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED NOTES)
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PART 01 

INDIA  – CHINA  RELATIONS

INDIA  – PAKISTAN RELATIONS

PART 02

INDIA  – NEPAL RELATIONS

INDIA  – BHUTAN RELATIONS

PART 03

INDIA  – MYANMAR RELATIONS

INDIA  – BANGLADESH RELATIONS

PART 04

INDIA  – AFGHANISTAN RELATIONS

INDIA  – MALDIVES  RELATIONS

PART 05

INDIA  – SRI LANKA RELATIONS

INTERNATIONAL
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NOTES
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India-China

• Border Dispute

• Marking The India-China Border

• Timeline Of Events

• The Forward Policy

• Root Cause Of Border Dispute Between India & 
China:

• Disputed Areas Along The Lac

• Sino-Indian War

• Post Sino-Indian War Scenario

• Pact Of 1993

• Breach Of 1993 Pact

• Strategic Importance Of Galwan Valley

• Dispute Resolution Mechanisms In The Past

• Ways To Resolve Border Disputes

• China’s String Of Pearls

• China’s Belt And Road Initiative: Prospects And Pitfalls

• India’s Trade Deficit With China

• India-China-Tibet Issue

• South China Sea Dispute

• Cpec And India

India-Pakistan

• Pakistan’s Search For Identity

• History Of Indo-Pak Relations

• Other Major Issues In India-Pakistan Relations

• Siachen Glacier

• Sir Creek Dispute

• Reorganization Of Jammu & Kashmir

• Future Course Of India-Pakistan Relations

INTERNATIONAL
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India-Nepal

• Historical Background

• Current Issues In India Nepal Relations

• Why Nepal Is Important For India

• Future Roadmap For India

• Historical Background

• India-Nepal Relations

India-Bhutan

• Historical Ties

• Indo-Bhutan Treaty Of Peace And Friendship, 1949

• Bhutan’s Significance To India

• Areas Of Cooperation

• Challenges

• Way Forward

• Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicles 
Agreement (MVA)

INTERNATIONAL
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India-Myanmar

• Background

• Location

• India-Myanmar Relations

• Economic Relations

• Infrastructure And Connectivity

• Development Aid

• Disaster Relief

• Cultural Cooperation

• Defence Cooperation

• Health

• Energy Cooperation

• Competition With China:

• Critical For India’s National Security Interests:

• Institutional Mechanism

• ASEAN

• BIMSTEC

• Mekong Ganga Cooperation:

• SAARC

• Why Myanmar Is Important For India?

• “Why India And Myanmar Are Significant For Each 
Other?”

• Challenges

• Way Forward

India-Bangladesh

• Introduction

• About Bangladesh Since Independence

• Why Bangladesh Is Important For India?

• Area Of Cooperation

• Relations Between Bangladesh And China

• Issues Between India And Bangladesh

• Way Forward

INTERNATIONAL
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India-Afghanistan

• Introduction

• Ancient:

• Colonial Period:

• Freedom Movement And Further:

• Why Afghanistan Is Important For India?

• India’s Policy Towards Afghanistan:

• Developmental Partnership Between India And 
Afghanistan

• NATO Withdrawal

• Implications Of NATO Withdrawal On India

• India And Afghan Peace Process

• Indian Perspective On Afghan Peace Process

• Challenges In Afghan Peace Process

• Way Forward

India-Maldives

• Introduction

• About Maldives

• Why Maldives Is Important For India?

• India – Maldives Relations

• Challenges

• Way Forward
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India-Sri Lanka

• Background

• Pre-Independence Relation

• Post-Independence Relation

• India And Sri Lanka Accord-30 Years

• Post-Cold War Period Relation

• Why Sri Lanka Is Important For India?

• Geopolitical Significance Of Sri Lanka

• Why Sri Lanka Is Important For India?

• Area Of Cooperation

• Political Relations:

• Commercial Relations:

• Development Cooperation:

• Defence And Security Cooperation:

• Cultural And Educational Relations:

• People To People Contact:

• Human Resource Development:

• Issue Of Convergence:

• Challenges

• Way Forward

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

NOTES

GENERAL STUDIES - 02

India and its Neighborhood- Relations.

www.mindmaps4ias.in © Copyright Mindmaps4IAS

http://www.mindmaps4ias.in/


India’s Foreign Policy

Evolution Of India’s Foreign Policy

• Introduction

• What Do You Mean By Foreign Policy?

• Foreign Policy Of India: Background

• Determinants Of Foreign Policy

• Major Events That Shaped Indian Foreign Policy

• Phases Of Indian Foreign Policy

• Pandit Nehru’s Role In Foreign Policy Of India

• Principles Of Indian Foreign Policy

• Recent Developments In Indian Foreign Policy

• Foreign Policy Challenges For India

Bilateral Relations

• India And Its Neighbours

• India-China

• India-Pakistan

• India-Nepal

• India-Bhutan

• India-Myanmar

• India-Bangladesh

• India-Afghanistan

• India-Maldives

• India-Sri Lanka
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India And Its Extended Neighbours

• India- Indonesia

• India- Singapore

• India- Thailand

• India- Vietnam

India And Central Asia

• India- Turkmenistan

• India- Uzbekistan

• India- Kazakhstan

• India- Kyrgyzstan

• India- Tajikistan

India And West Asia

• India- Iran

• India- Israel

• India- Uae

• India- Saudi Arabia

• India- Palestine

• Israel- Palestine Conflict

India And The World

• India- Australia

• India- Canada

• India- France

• India- Germany

• India- Italy

• India- Japan

• India- Russia

• India- Uk

• India- Us
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REGIONAL AND GLOBAL GROUPINGS

• REGIONAL AND GLOBAL GROUPINGS

• ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION (APEC)

• ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
NATION (ASEAN)

• BRICS

• BAY OF BENGAL INITIATIVE FOR MULTI-
SECTORAL TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION (BIMSTEC)

• GROUP OF 8/GROUP 7

• GROUP OF 20

• GROUP OF 4

• INDIAN OCEAN RIM ASSOCIATION 
(IORA)

• SAARC & SAFTA

• SHANGHAI COOPERATION 
ORGANIZATION (SCO)

• NON ALIGNMENT MOVEMENT (NAM)

• ARCTIC COUNCIL

• ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURAL 
INVESTMENT BANK (AIIB)

• CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF 
WILD FAUNA AND FLORA) CITES

• UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK 
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
(UNFCCC)

• UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON 
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (UNCBD)

• AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

• ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC 
COOPERATION (OIC)

• SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE 
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (SACEP)

• INDIA-BRAZIL-SOUTH AFRICA (IBSA)

• GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL (GCC)

• EUROPEAN UNION

• COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS

AGREEMENTS

• Double Tax Avoidance Agreement 
(DTAA)

• Multilateral Export Control Regimes

• Nuclear Suppliers Group

• Australia Group

• Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR)

• Wassenaar Arrangement

• Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)

• Hague Code of Conduct (HCoC)

• United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS).
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Effect Of Policies And Politics Of Developed And 
Developing Countries On India’s Interests,

• One Belt One Road
• International North–South Transport Corridor
• Global Trade War
• Global Currency War
• Syrian Crisis
• South China Sea Conflict
• UN Reforms
• WTO REFORMS
• BREXIT
• Deglobalisation & Protectionism – US Sanctions On Iran,
• US Pullout From Paris Agreement
• And lot of important issues.

Indian Diaspora
• Introduction,

INTERNATIONAL
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Important International Institutions, agencies and fora -
their Structure, Mandate.

• BRICS
• APEC
• IBSA
• ASEAN
• BIMSTEC
• INDIA-MERCOSUR
• India- CARICOM
• UN
• WHO
• WTO
• G20
• G7
• SCO
• Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty
• International Criminal Court

• World Bank
• IMF
• NAM and its relevance
• UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements
• UN Office of Drugs & Crime
• Antarctica Treaty
• International Whaling Commission
• International North-South Transport Corridor
• TIR Convention
• Arctic Council
• UNFCCC
• WIPO
• EAST ASIA SUMMIT
• TPP
• e.t.c…
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Important International Institutions, agencies and fora - their Structure, 
Mandate.

www.mindmaps4ias.in © Copyright Mindmaps4IAS

http://www.mindmaps4ias.in/

